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A New Industry For the San Joaquin Valley 


Yosemite Portland -Cement Corporation Erecting at Merced 2,600- 
Barrel Plant to Supply Construction Demands 


ARKING a step toward solution 
M of one of the problems of the San 

Joaquin Valley, that of keeping at 
home money for commodities that can be 
manufactured from natural products found 
within the borders of the Valley, the Yo- 
semite Portland Cement Corporation's new 
plant at Merced is rapidly nearing comple- 
tion and within a few months will be in 
operation. This plant will convert raw 
products in the form of limestone, clay and 
crude oil into a high grade cement in such 


quantities as will meet a large portion of 
the demands of the San Joaquin Valley. It 
is conservatively estimated that more than 
$3,000,000 a year now is leaving the San 
Joaquin Valley for cement alone. This 
figure is approximately half of what was 
expended for cement during the periods of 
greatest building activity of 1921 and 1922. 
A recent survey shows the Valley is con- 
suming approximately 3,000 barrels of ce- 
ment a day. 

Herein lies an opportunity to hold within 


A MOUNTAIN OF LIMESTONE 


Quarry site of Yosemite Portland Cement Corporation at Emory Station, where enough high grade limestone 
to supply the plant at Merced for one hundred years is in sight. 
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the Valley a large annual expenditure, the 
greater part of which is represented by pay- 
roll. Because the Yosemite Portland Ce- 
ment Corporation is owned by San Joaquin 
Valley people the earnings also will accrue 
to the benefit of the Valley. Even the 
electricity, which is a large element in the 
manufacture of cement, is a home product, 
coming from the lines of the San Joaquin 
Light and Power Corporation. 

An advantage the Yosemite Portland 
plant will have in the marketing of cement 
is a large saving in freight over plants 
shipping from outside points. The freight 
differential alone will mean a considerable 
saving in Valley business. 


VAST LIMESTONE DEPOSITS 


The plant, which is located on a site of 
145 acres near Merced, receives its rock 
from a large deposit of limestone at Emory 
station on the Yosemite Valley Railroad 
five miles above Briceburg. A ledge of 
rock sufficient to supply the plant at full 
capacity for a hundred years here will be 
quarried, crushed and loaded by gravity 
for the haul of 62 miles to the cement mill. 
Thorough explorations of this deposit show 
the rock to be ideal for the manufacture of 
a high test cement. 

The plant at Emory will consist of two 
air compressors driven by a 150-horsepower 
motor, an electric shovel for loading, a 
hoist driven by a 300-horsepower motor, 
and two crushers driven by 200-horse- 
power motors. The quarried rock will pass 
through the primary crusher and then to 


TRESTLE CONVEYOR FOR ROCK 


The crushed limestone will flow by gravity to 
railroad siding 
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a reduction crusher which reduces it to 
one inch in size or smaller before it passes 
into storage bins for loading into trip gon- 
dola cars for shipment to the mill. All 
equipment, including the kitchen range in 
the camp, will be electrically operated, re- 
ceiving power from the San Joaquin Light 
& Power Corporation lines which follow 
the Merced river to Yosemite Park. A 
substation at this plant will have a capacity 
of 850 horsepower. 


CRUSHED FOR SHIPMENT 


Arriving at the mill the gondola cars 
are elevated by méans of an incline or ramp 
and their cargo dumped into a hopper. The 
rock then is conveyed to a raw grinder or 
to a storage dump, the rock storage yard 
having sufficient capacity for three months’ 
operation of the mill. From the raw 
grinders the rock, which now resembles 
coarse gravel, is passed through a mill to- 
gether with the addition of water carrying 
clay. This mill consists of a large revolv- 
ing cylinder partly filled with steel balls 
which fall upon the limestone rock. 

The mixed clay, limestone and water, 
known as slurry, is about the consistency of 
cream. This is pumped into slurry tanks 
where it is agitated by means of com- 
pressed air. There are twelve slurry tanks, 
each with a capacity of 400 barrels, from 
which the mixture is pumped to a feed 
chamber where it again is agitated before 
passing into the kilns. 

TWO HUGE KILNS 


The kilns are huge steel tubes ten feet 
in diameter and 240 feet 


long, mounted on rollers 
which permit them to re- 
volve slowly. The intake 


end of each kiln is elevated 
causing the mixture to flow 
by gravity toward a set of 
oil burners. The heat from 
the burners evaporates the 
water content which, to- 
gether with gases from the 
burners, passes into a collect- 
ing chamber and then into 
two 200-foot stacks. As the 
fine particles of limestone 
and clay pass through the 
high temperature of the oil 
burners they are calcined or 
burned into minute clinkers. 
The clinkers next are cooled 
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by passing through an eight-foot steel drum 
100 feet long mounted on an incline simi- 
lar to the kilns. The cooled clinkers are 
conveyed to a storage yard, where they are 
left to stand for a period of several weeks 
to cure before entering the finishing mill. 

When ready for the finishing mill the 
clinkers are picked up by a 3-yard clam- 
shell bucket suspended from a ten-ton crane 
and conveyed to a hopper where a small 
percentage of gypsum is added. This dry 
mixture is passed through a compeb mill 
similar to the mill which first pulverized 
the limestone rock. This mill pounds the 
clinkers into a powder so fine that 87 per 
cent will pass through a 200-mesh screen. 
A 200-mesh screen contains 40,000 holes 
to the square inch. It is now finished ce- 
ment requiring but a few days for a final 
cure before being sacked. The finished 
cement is stored in four gigantic silos hav- 
ing a capacity of 60,000 barrels. 

The process requires 28 days for com- 
pletion from the time the rock enters the 
mill to the time cement is ready for sacking. 


HIGH TEMPERATURE BURNERS 


The plant under full operation will con- 
sume 600 barrels of oil per day, which will 
come from San Joaquin Valley oil fields 
in tank cars. The oil will be stored in a 
reservoir having a capacity of six cars. A 
pre-heating system will deliver the oil to 
the burners under high temperature ef- 
fecting complete combustion. The burners 
develop a temperature of 2,700 to 3,000 
degrees Fahrenheit at the point of calcina- 
tion. 

The stacks are to be lined with fire brick 
from the base to about half the height in 
order to withstand the high 
temperatures. Twenty-six 
carloads of special brick will 
be used in the lining of the 
stacks and fire box. 

Sacking is practically all 
done mechanically. The sacks 
are sewn at the top before 
being filled, the filling being 
done through a small hole 
in the bottom. A flap auto- 
matically covers the hole 
when the sack is full, requir- 
ing no tieing. The cement is 
forced by means of a centri- 
fugal pump into a tube where 
it is automatically weighed. 
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From the tube the cement flows into the 
sack. From the sacking room the bags of 
cement pass into a storage warehouse to be 
loaded onto cars or trucks. 


ADVANTAGES OF WET PROCESS 


The wet process of manufacturing ce- 
ment has the advantage over the dry pro- 
cess by reason of more accurate control of 
the chemical properties of the mix, result- 
ing in a uniform grade of cement. This 
process also expedites the handling of the 
various materials by means of pumps and 
pipe lines in place of bucket or belt con- 
veyors. Water for the plant comes from 
two wells each having a capacity of 1,000 
gallons per minute pumped into a 50,000- 
gallon tank mounted on a steel tower. Un- 
der full capacity the plant will use about 
100 gallons of water per minute. 

A machine shop equipped with the heav- 
iest repairing equipment between Fresno 
and Stockton will take care of maintenance 
repair work incidental to operating the 
plant. All machinery will be motor driven, 
boilers being used only in the oil burners, 
which require a steam jet for blowing the 
burning oil into the kilns. 


SUBSTATION NECESSARY 


The plant will be supplied with electric- 
ity wholesale through a substation having 
a capacity of 2,600 horsepower. A new 
60,000-volt line 51% miles long now under 
construction from Merced Substation will 
be completed in time for the initial opera- 
tion of the mill. 

The motor installation will be one of 
the largest in the San Joaquin Valley. 
Four huge 500-horsepower synchronous 


THE SHOVEL ARRIVES 


Huge electrically operated scoop will load on the cars the limestone 
blasted from the quarry. 
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motors will drive the heavy compeb mills, 
while 70 other motors varying in size from 
3144 horsepower up to 60 horsepower will 
deliver power for other uses. When in 
operation this plant and the installation at 
the quarry will make the Yosemite Port- 
land Cement Corporation the largest con- 
sumer on the San Joaquin Power System. 

Construction of the plant is progressing 
at a satisfactory rate although some delay 
was caused by recent storms. Crews of 
180 men are at work on the various build- 
ings and installation of equipment. The 
concrete work will require more than 9,000 
barrels of cement for completion. 


EXPERIENCED MEN AT HEAD 


The plant was designed and is being 
constructed by the Stevenson Engineering 
Corporation, construction engineers spec- 
ializing in Portland Cement mills, assisted 
by George A. Fisher, general superintend- 
ent of construction, and Harold K. Fox, 
superintendent of construction for the San 
Joaquin Light & Jower Corporation. Mr. 
Fisher will continue as superintendent of 
operation upon completion of the plant. 
He has been identified with the Portland 
Cement industry since 1900, having a 
broad experience in construction, recon- 
struction and superintendence of five Port- 
land Cement plants in various parts of 
California. 

The Yosemite Portland Cement Corpor- 
ation is headed by business leaders of the 
San Joaquin Valley whose ability and in- 
tegrity are widely recognized. A. Emory 
Wishon, president, is vice-president and 
general manager of the San Joaquin Light 
& Power Corporation and the Great West- 
ern Power Company of California; W. A. 
Sutherland, vice-president, is vice-president 
and managing director of the Pacific- 
Southwest Trust & Savings Bank of Fres- 
no; Murray Bourne, secretary, is general 
counsel of the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corporation, and John B. Olcese, director, 
is a capitalist, identified with the Bank of 
Italy at Bakersfield. - 

Every factor indicates that Yosemite 
Portland Cement Corporation will prove a 
flourishing and prosperous enterprise. It 
has the advantage of expert assistance in the 
design of an economical and efficient plant; 
vast resources of raw material, cheap pow- 
er, and a strategic position in the San Joa- 
quin Valley. 
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NEW ZEALAND POWER MAN 
LAUDS BALCH PLANT JOB 


After spending four months in study and 
investigating on the Balch Power Plant 
job on Kings River, F. W. Brown of the 
Hydro-Electric Department of the New 
Zealand Government, left for San Fran- 
cisco late in February and expects to sail 
for home about the first of May. Mr. 
Brown was sent to America by his gov- 
ernment to study hydro-electric construc- 
tion. He picked the Balch job for his in- 
vestigation because of its outstanding en- 
gineering interest and because the San 
Joaquin system, of which it is a part, serves 
a territory which in climate, products and 
topography is greatly like New Zealand. 

“We have high mountains, immense 
watersheds, innumerable streams and al- 
most limitless possibilities of hydro-electric 
development,” declared Mr. Brown during 
a brief visit in Fresno. ‘Electrical engi- 
neering is my profession, and I can truth- 
fully say that I have never inspected a 
more interesting job than that at Balch, 
nor one that in my opinion represents bet- 
ter technical perfection. 

“Through San Joaquin Power I want to 
express my keen-appreciation of the kind- 
ness and courtesy with which I have been 
treated by every San Joaquin man with 
whom I have come in contact. From the 
very day I arrived here every man has 
shown a willingness to go far out of his 
way to be of service to me. The splendid 
cooperation given me by the San Joaquin 
men made my work a pleasure. I am 
leaving with regret at having to part from 
such real friends.” 


Those trying to 
ride through life 
on a Bluff 
Eventually Walk 


Balch Plant Is Dedicated 


First of Kings River Power Houses Goes Into Service Before a 
Large Crowd at Celebration 


EALIZATION of the first major 
step of a dream conceived many 
years ago, Balch plant on the north 
fork of the Kings River was placed in 
service January 29 at a dedication cere- 
mony attended by more than one thou- 
sand persons from all parts of California. 

It was particularly appropriate that the 
switch setting in motion the wheels of the 
40,000 horsepower plant was closed by 
A. G. Wishon, president of the company, 
and one of the pioneers who, in 1913, con- 
ceived the ideas that now are taking form 
in the Kings River Project. And on the 
platform were two other men who shared 
the vision of Mr. Wishon in planning this 
great hydro-electric development. They 
were A. C. Balch, former vice-president 
of the San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration, after whom the plant was named; 
and Wm. G. Kerckhoff, former president 
of the San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration. 

Preceding the throwing of the switch 
starting the power house in operation a 
concert was given by Cuyler Leonard's 
Fresno Band, luncheon served and talks 
made by Ezra Decoto, president of the 
California Railroad Commission, who was 
the principal speaker; A. C. Balch; A. 
Emory Wishon, vice-president and general 
manager of the San Joaquin Light & 
Power Corporation; and Harold K. Fox, 
chief construction engineer, who ‘built the 
Balch Plant. 


A. EMORY WISHON SPEAKS 

Henry Hawson, vice-president of the 
Fresno Chamber of Commerce, served as 
chairman of the day, and spoke briefly on 
the significance of the completion of the 
first unit of the big project in the general 
progress and prosperity of the San Joaquin 
Valley. The first speaker introduced was 
A. Emory Wishon, who sketched the ad- 
vance that has been made in electrical de- 
velopment from the time it was the opinion 
that 20 miles was the limit for transmis- 
sion of power until today when the Great 
Western-San Joaquin tie lines carry elec- 
tricity 450 miles. 

Commenting on the Kings River devel- 
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opment he paid high tribute to the engi- 
neers and workmen who built the Balch 
Plant at a cost below the original estimate. 
He told how, in 1924, when San Joaquin 
Power was taken over by eastern interests, 
he had pleaded to have the construction 
work done by western men. It was esti- 
mated that the cost of the Balch unit would 
be $3,764,000, and the easterners wanted 
to know whether he could guarantee not 
to go over that figure. 

“I told them I could make no guaran- 
tee, but that I would pin my resignation 
to the plan to complete the plants at that 
cost to become effective if we went over 
that amount,” Wishon related, in telling 
of the arrangements by which the work was 
to be left in the hands of westerners, in- 
cluding Chief Construction Engineer Fox. 

“Fox told me,” said Wishon, “that he 
would go with me if we failed to keep 
within the estimate. But I told him, ‘No, 
you will not; you will go three weeks 
earlier.’ 

“But we have completed the job at just 
$500,000 less than the estimate.” 


FOX LAUDS HELPERS 

Engineer Fox, following A. Emory 
Wishon, said he did not intend to say much 
regarding the number of tons of rock, steel 
and concrete which had gone into the 
project, but to confine himself chiefly to 
the human side of construction. He then 
gave credit to the men who had worked 
with him constructing the plant, telling 
of the varied work which started with 
months spent in preliminary surveys and 
studies to determine the final site, the 
erection of camps, assembling men and ma- 
terial, establishing lines of communication 
and road construction before the work on 
the project proper started. 

A. C. Balch, who was the next speaker, 
told of his thirty years in the water power 
development in the State of California, 
starting first with Wm. G. Kerckhoff and 
later being interested with A. G. Wishon. 
He said he was particularly proud to have 
named after him a plant constructed by 
Engineer Fox, as he considered Fox one 
of the greatest engineers he has known, 
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BALCH PLANT GOES INTO SERVICE 
Top.—A. G. Wishon dedicates power plant to service of mankind 
Center.—Luncheon was served under the efficient direction of camp stewards and cooks. 
Below—A gathering of old-time friends, Wm. G. Kerckhoff, A. G. Wishon, A. ©. Balch, G. O. Young. 
W. B. Holmes, P. M. Downing, and, standing, A. Emory Wishon 
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and he had dealt with hundreds of them. 

When Decoto was introduced he said he 
was afraid the power company was going 
to lose two of its most valuable men, for, 
he said he believed, after the motion pic- 
tures taken of Fox and A. E. Wishon 
were shown, the Fresnans would be called 
to Hollywood at salaries which no public 
service corporation could pay. 

He referred to the pictures of the dedi- 
catory ceremonies being shot by a news-reel 
camera man. 

Decoto painted a vivid word picture of 
the pioneering spirit of California which, 
he said, had made possible the realization 
of such projects as the Balch Plant. 

“Tt’s the romance rather than the ma- 
terial side of electricity which appeals to 
me,” he said, “for the wonders of elec- 
tricity of today surpass the romance of 
other ages.” 

SUGGESTS A MONUMENT 


Commenting on the great value of de- 
pendable electric scrvice to a community 
and what such service means in lightening 
of the burden of labor, creating a higher 
standard of living, increased happiness and 
a greater opportunity for enjoyment, De- 
coto continued, “For the good that A. G. 
Wishon has done for the San Joaquin Val- 
ley, its inhabitants might well carve out 
his image in the granite hills around this 
plant, and then bowing before it, exclaim, 
‘Allah, Allah, Wishon, we thank you for 
bringing us happiness.’ ” 

Mr. Hawson, in presenting A. G. Wish- 
on, recalled an interview he had with Mr. 
Wishon 23 years ago when the dream of 
hydro-electric developments on the Kings 
River was outlined by Mr. Wishon. “I 
thought it was hot air,” said Hawson, “but 
that was because I had not the same vision 
as he.” 

Briefly A. G. Wishon told of his early 
hopes and plans and the progress which 
had been made. It was in 1913 that he 
first followed a cattle trail to what was to 
be the future site of the Balch power house. 
He installed at Lindsay the first electric 
pumping plant in the Valley and today, he 
said, 700,000 acres are getting water from 
electric pumps. 

THE PLANT STARTED 

As Mr. Wishon closed the switch that 
started the generator, he said, “To the 
development of the land I love, and to the 
service of mankind, I dedicate this power 


Google 


7 


house.” A bomb exploded high in the air 
as the switch made contact, releasing an 
American flag suspended from a parachute. 

Following the dedication, the visitors 
thronged the power house inspecting its 
many interesting features, while a few of 
the more venturesome took a ride on the 
skip crossing over the river and power 
house at an elevation of 700 feet. 

Arrangements at Balch Camp and the 
power house were carried out without a 
hitch, due to the efficient planning of L. L. 
Ellis, assistant construction engineer, who 
had charge of this part of the celebration. 
A stream of automobiles began pouring 
into Kings River Canyon early in the day 
and continued until well past noon. The 
problem of handling so many cars in the 
limited parking space in the vicinity of 
Balch Plant required some close figuring 
on the part of Ellis and cooperation on the 
part of the visitors. Cars were halted at. 
Balch Camp and the passengers loaded on 
trucks converted for passenger service. As 
a truck became loaded with 25 to 30 pas- 
sengers it proceeded to the power house, 
resulting in no congestion of cars on the 
narrow roads between the power house and 
Balch Camp. 

While the power plant and its acces- 
sories were the principal attractions for 
the crowd, there were few who were not 
impressed with the scenic grandeur of the 
Kings River Canyon which, at some fu- 
ture time, will be made accessible to the 
public at all times, turning to general serv- 
ice the roadways constructed for the special 
uses of construction. 


HAROLD K. FOX TO GIVE 
LECTURE AT PRINCETON 


Harold K. Fox, chief construction en- 
gineer for the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Corporation, left Fresno March 6 
for Princeton, New Jersey, to deliver a 
lecture on “Meeting the West’s Electrical 
Demands” before the engineering students 
of Princeton University. He will show a 
series of stereopticon slides of construction 
operations on the Balch project of the 
Kings River development, using this hydro- 
electric plant as a background for his dis- 
cussion. 

He is to be accompanied by Mrs. Fox 
and expects to return by way of the Pan- 
ama Canal, arriving in Fresno about 


April 5. 


Power Men Feast With Industry?s Chiefs 


A. Emory Wishon and James B. Black Are Guests of Honor at 
Dinner Given at Bohemian Club 


XTENDING best wishes and felici- 

tations to A. Emory Wishon on his 

assuming the vice-presidency and 
general management of the Great Western 
Power Company of California, and wishing 
God speed and success to James B. Black 
on his advent to New York as an officer 
of the North American Company, officers 
and department heads of the Great West- 
ern and San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration met with the two young execu- 
tives at a dinner at the Bohemian Club in 
San Francisco on the night of February 3. 
The host of the occasion was Guy C. Earl, 
president of the Great Western, who left 
nothing undone to make the evening a 
memorable one. 


The board of directors of the Great 
Western had early that day officially ac- 
elected 


cepted Black’s resignation and 


Wishon as his successor. The dinner was 
informal, and was the last of many func- 
tions of like character at which Black and 
Wishon had been the honor guests of 
friends and business associates during the 
preceding weeks. Black, who is now vice- 
president of the Western Power Corpora- 
tion of New York, one of the affiliated 
companies of the North American Com- 
pany, left on February 4th to assume his 
new duties. 

Aside from the some seventy employees of 
the two power companies which are now 
under Mr. Wishon’s operation, the only 
guests were Edward F. O'Day, widely- 
known San Francisco publicist, who made 
a pleasing talk crammed with rich humor; 
and Bob Newell, Jack Mahon and Austin 
Sperry, San Francisco business and club 
men with talent for entertaining, who kept 
the evening lively with music, songs and 


“There he goes, here he comes.''—the place card used at the Black-Wishon dinner 
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stories. Al C. Joy of the San Joaquin 
Company acted as toastmaster. 


WELCOME TO “NEW BOSS” 


Superintendent Bill Euler of the Great 
Western voiced a welcome to Emory 
Wishon on behalf of his “gang,” express- 
ing the opinion, gained through several 
weeks of association with the new boss, 
that whatever apprehension in the ranks 
the managerial shift might have occasioned 
would dissipate promptly in harmonious 
understanding and co-operation. Harold K. 
Fox told briefly of the Kings River job 
and the completion of the Balch Power 
Plant. Superintendent Ed Quinn of the 
San Joaquin System talked of the organi- 
zations and the mutuality of interest of all 
present. 

President A. G. Wishon of the San Joa- 
quin reminisced interestingly over the early 
days of the power industry in California, 
detailing his experiences in introducing 
electric power pumping for irrigation into 
the San Joaquin Valley more than a quar- 
ter of a century ago. Mr. Black, declar- 
ing that his digestive apparatus was in 
need of a vacation after the strenuous 
round of luncheons and banquets that had 
demanded his attendance during the pre- 
ceding few weeks, expressed simultaneous 
regret at the termination of the long and 
agreeable association with the men of the 
Great Western, and gratification over his 
own advancement in the industry. A. 
Emory Wishon briefly and pleasantly 
greeted all hands, and expressed confidence 
in all the men who are henceforth to take 
orders from him, and predicted a harmon- 
ious relationship that will make for effic- 
iency and rapid development. 


EARL PAYS FINE TRIBUTE 


The principal speech of the evening was 
made by Mr. Earl, who paid high tribute 
to Black and Wishon and who dwelt elo- 
quently upon the essential character of elec- 
trical service and the satisfaction in their 
life work which should be felt by those con- 
nected with the industry. 

“We may feel justifiable pride,” said 
Mr. Earl, “in being engaged in the most 
inspiring work of the modern world, that is 
to say in the making and distributing of 
electricity, directly ministering to the wants 
of man. 

“Some of us here remember the time 
when there was no telephone and no elec- 
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tric lights at all. Life lacked then its 
depths and its variety. But through the 
conquest of the human mind, electricity to- 
day plays a most important part in the 
affairs of men, covers practically the whole 
field of industrial activity, and its uses are 
still enormously to increase in number. I 
need not speak of the fact that it runs the 
machinery of the mills and factories and 
railroads, alleviates the drudgery of the 
household, and pumps the water, etc. It 
also ministers in the sickroom with its 
glows, sending the very essence of the sun 
itself into the enfeebled body. The surg- 
eon illuminates the inmost parts so as to 
see them in operation, and be able to de- 
tect abnormal conditions. It is used in the 
laboratories to further advance the limits 
of human knowledge. All these uses are 
wonderful in their contribution to the well 
being of man. 


ELECTRICITY INFINITE IN EXTENT 


“One of the most interesting phases of 
our work is that we are dealing with an 
inexhaustible quantity. We are told by 
scientists that the amount of electricity in 
the universe cannot be increased nor can 
it Ez diminished, for it is infinite in ex- 
tent and co-terminus with the mighty uni- 
verse itself. All things we sce are but the 
objectified forms of this infinite quantity 
of electricity. Yea! so are the unseen things 
its manifestations. The trees, the flowers 
in their beauty, the smiling fields, the 
mountains, the valleys, the waters of the 
earth, the clouds, the air we breathe, all 
organic and inorganic life, the mystery of 
the radio, and the melodious songs we have 
heard tonight, the shining stars, man him- 
self and his very thought processes,—all 
consist in last analysis of nothing but elec- 
tricity. Every man is a bundle of elec- 
tricity, and his foods, themselves electricity, 
give the electric currents which make up 
his deeds, his whole life. 


TEMPLE BUILT TO RIVER GOD 


“The atom has been split and is found 
to consist of positive and negative elec- 
trons. These with their elements in various 
combinations make the differences between 
the flowers, between the animals, between 
the elements of the earth, and differentiate 
one thing from another. So there is an 
infinite amount of electricity, never to be 
increased, never to be diminished. We have 
but to create conditions whereby this eternal 
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and all-pervading energy may manifest 
itself. “The spinning turbines but create 
the opportunity for electricity, already 
existing, to express itself. They do not 
make it. It has existed from all eternity 
and will continue to exist through the 
eternal ages. 

“By repairing a slight defect in the phy- 
sical aspect, by putting in a dam at Big 
Meadows, we created the vast reservoir. 
We built a temple, aye, a cathedral, in the 
canyon to the River God, who but repre- 
sents the eternal energy that constitutes the 
universe, therein placing an altar of the 
cunningest machinery that the wit of man 
can devise, and we release from the reserv- 
oir the waters which, descending the roar- 
ing canyon, finally cause the turbines to 
spin, and lo! the miracle! Instantly the 
wheels in the distant cities begin to turn, 
the lights blaze, and all the varied services 
from the factories, throughout the homes, 
in the sickroom, in the laboratories, feel 
the impulse. 


DOING A NOBLE, CREATIVE WORK 


“T would also have you think that while 
a reasonable net return must be obtained 
in the industry, yet it will ennoble our 
lives if we feel that we are not working 
for that alone but that there is an element 
of altruism in our endeavor that we are 
doing things creative, building up tke state, 
bettering the living conditions of man. 

“You should rejoice that you are en- 
paged in this industry, and I congratulate 
you upon your high calling. It is ennob- 
ling and you may have the conscious satis- 
faction that you are ministering to the 
world’s well-being, alleviating human suf- 
fering and misery, and advancing the cause 
of civilization, giving more leisure and time 
for the higher life of man. Every one of 
you, no matter whether he works at the 
dam, or at the power house, or at the sub- 
station, or on the lines, or in the counting 
room,—whether his toil be that at the desk, 
or the salesman’s or the lawyer’s or the 
general manager’s—every one of you from 
the highest to the lowest is engaged in the 
wonderful work of bringing the great ser- 
vant of electricity to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of his fellowmen. We have this in- 
spiring work as a bond of union to bind us 
together. It should make us comrades in 
the campaign of life. 

“No other business has the romance and 
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inspiration of ours. No other business is 
so vital and so necessary to the progress of 
the race. Furthermore each of us is con- 
sciously, in his daily work. contributing di- 
rectly to the physical and moral and intel- 
lectual uplift of the human race, not only 
of the living but of those to come after. 


“For instance, Lake Almanor will min- 
ister to this generation and also the un- 
ending generations. As a result of your 
work, hundreds of thousands of horse- 
power will continuously come forth out of 
that reservoir to work mightily for the ad- 
vantage of mankind. The dam that we 
built at the Lake is a bridge between this 
generation and those to come, and our 
imagination tells us it will be thronged with 
vast energy in the form of horsepower; so 
to speak, millions of cavalry will continu- 
ously go forth through the never ending 
years to attack and overcome the problems 
of human life. 

“Tt is a great thing to feel that your 
lives are not being lived in vain, but that 
through your building not only the living 
will be blessed, but those that are to 
follow.” 


PRIZE SPEAKING CONTEST 
OPEN TO ALL EMPLOYEES 


The Pacific Coast Electrical Association 
will conduct a three-minute speaking con- 
test open to sclected representatives from 
member companies at the Santa Cruz con- 
vention June 14 to 18. The winner will 
be awarded a prize of $100 in stock of 
the company he represents and a souvenir 
valued at $25. 

Contestants will be selected from elimi- 
nation contests held in each company. No- 
tices now are in the hands of district man- 
agers advising them to hold local district 
contests from which will be selected candi- 
dates for the company contest to be held in 
Fresno. All members of the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corporation organization, 
both men and women, are eligible to enter. 

The subject to be discussed is “What 
Factor Has the Greatest Influence Upon 
the Public’s Attitude Toward the Public 
Utilities ?” 

San Joaquin Power employees, if you 
want to go to the Santa Cruz convention 
with expenses paid and compete for the 
$125 prize, get in touch with your district 
manager and enter this contest. 


Best Snow Year Since 1922 


Hydrographic Reports From Kings River Watersheds Indicate 
Favorable Water Conditions for Irrigation and Power 


report that the snowfall for the season 

on the watersheds of the North and 
West Forks of the Kings River was greater 
on February 28 than at any time since the 
winter of 1921-22. With normal precipita- 
tion for March, April and May there is a 
possibility that the runoff will be better 
than for any year since 1917-18. The snow 
on the ground is within 15 per cent of the 
1922 records. At Dinkey Meadow, eleva- 
tion 5,500 feet, the depth of the snow was 
23 inches; at Cliff Camp, elevation 6,500 
feet, the depth was 42 inches, and at Helms 
Station, elevation 8,000 feet, the depth was 
112 inches. The five-year average at 
Helms is 88 inches. 

This information of value to irrigation- 
ists and the power company is obtained at 
considerable expense to the company and 
under conditions of hardship on the part 
of two young men who spend the winter 
months in the high country carrying on 
hydrographic observations. 

In making their rounds to gather ac- 
curate information on snow conditions and 
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stream flow these hydrographers travel on. 
snowshoes approximately 375 miles each 
month carrying on their backs a pack con- 
taining record books and measuring instu- 
ments. In the area under observation are 
six stations from eight to twenty miles 
apart. Cabins have been placed at five 
of the stations where the men rest and pre- 
pare their meals. Once each month they 
come down to Balch Camp, a distance of 
25 miles from Cliff Camp, the headquart- 
ers. The trip requires three days, one day 
coming down, one day for rest, and one 
day for the return trip. These are the only 
periods of contact with the outer world had 
by the hydrographers during the winter 
months. Newspapers, letters, magazines 
and small items necessary for their work 
or pleasure are carried back on foot. 

The life of a hydrographer is not as mo- 
notonous as might be supposed. He must 
cook his own meals, keep his house, and 
maintain his equipment in repair between 
trips to various stations under observation. 

Following a characteristic tour of in- 
spection, the men leave Cliff Camp, eleva- 


THE STORM KING COVERS HIS HOME 
One of the many pleasures the hydrographer experiences during a heavy snowfall in the High Sierras 
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tion 6,500, at night traveling in pairs. 
Night travel is preferred as the snow is 
harder on the surface and glare from sun- 
light reflected on the snow is avoided. The 
first stop is at Helms Cabin, ten miles dis- 
tance from Cliff Camp, where observations 
are made and rest taken before a trek of 
thirteen miles to Meadowbrook Cabin 
which is at the extreme south of the area 
under observation at elevation 8,000. The 
return to Helms is made the following day 
and rest obtained for a twenty-mile hike 
across country to Dinkey Station at ele- 
vation 5,500 feet. From Dinkey to Deer 
Creek is but eight miles but a lot of it is 
stiff climbing, which makes a rest over 
night at the Deer Creek Cabin quite wel- 
come. Another eight miles takes the men 
to Cliff Camp, their starting point. Thus 
far five stations have been covered, but 
there yet remains Rancheria station six 
miles from Cliff Camp which is covered in 
one day. Four observations are made each 
month at the lower stations and two per 
month are sufficient at the upper stations 
while the streams are frozen. This schedule 
keeps the boys moving, especially during 
stormy weather when blizzards may hold 
up observations for several days at a time. 

The depth of the snow is found by check- 
ing on a gauge or marked tree or by insert- 
ing in the snow a tube known as a “snow- 
thief.” The contents of the tube are 
weighed to determine the water content. 
Streams are guaged by automatic record- 
ing instruments installed in stations built 
of stone near the stream. 

It is during the spring and early summer 
that the hydrographer is busiest. As the 
snow melts and the streams increase in size 
the gauging stations must be carefully 
watched to be sure the instruments are not 
flooded. In such an emergency measuring 
devices must be improvised, consisting of 
nothing more than a mark on a rock or a 
stick inserted in the water. By noting the 
water level at regular periods the stream 
flow is calculated later. And slushy trails 
during the spring make much harder travel- 
ing than well packed snow. 

While the life of the hydrographer is ex- 
citing at times and very dull at other times, 
these young men get considerable satis- 
faction from their work, knowing that the 
information they gather is highly important 
to irrigationists and the power company as 
well. 
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HILD ELECTRIC DRIVE 
FOR CORCORAN OIL WELL 

The Corcoran District recently built an 
extension to serve the General Petroleum 
Corporation in Section 30-23-19 of the 
Kettleman Hills District where this Com- 
pany has installed the first rig equipped 
with the Hild differential drive on the San 
Joaquin system, although many oil com- 
panies previously have used electricity for 
drilling with other types of rigs. 

A large proportion of the difficulties in 
rotary drilling are fundamentally caused 
by improper feed of the drill. When the 
feed of the bit is made scientifically pro- 
portional to the resistance it encounters, 
and when this feed is cared for automati- 
cally and independently of any manual 
effort, many of the accidents and errors 
due to incorrect drill feed are eliminated. 
The speed of drilling is increased, delays 
are decreased, and costs are reduced. The 
Hild differential drive was developed with 
the idea of providing a scientifically regu- 
lated feed for the drill bit. 

Briefly, the equipment makes use of a 
differential gear unit and two motors. One 
motor for drilling drives one-half of the 
differential and also the rotary table direct 
through gears and chains, while the second 
motor for regulation is connected to the 
other half of the differential. In the rig 
installed by the General Petroleum Cor- 
poration these motors are 100 horsepower 
each and in addition there are two sixty- 
horsepower motor-driven pumps, making a 
total of 320 horsepower in this rig. 

Although this device is of comparatively 
recent development in oil field drilling, it 
is finding favor with oil companies that 
have used it. Operators state that the de- 
vice is flexible, has plenty of power, func- 
tions perfectly in its automatic features, 
and that it will drill as quickly as other 
devices but with a lower power cost. The 
automatic feature also appears to obtain a 
straighter hole and to minimize twist-offs 
with resulting fishing jobs. Recording 
charts of its operations give a record that 
is utterly impossible with hand-fed equip- 
ment. 


SHE Hap Wroncep Him 
“Your husband, madam, is 
from voluntary inertia.’ 
“Poor Robert! And I accused him all 
along of being lazy.”—Ridgeway Mercury. 
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Farmers Laud Electric Aids 


Papers Read Before Meeting of Dairymen and Poultry Raisers 
Discuss Value of Sterilizers and Brooders 


HE evolution of the dairy electrical 
sterilizer from a teakettle to latest 
automatic control features was de- 
scribed by Loren Hadley, a dairyman of 
Modesto, in a paper which he read before 
a gathering of about 75 dairymen, farmers, 
manufactures, agricultural experts, power 
people and others who attended the open 
meeting of the California Committee on 
the Relation of Electricity to Agriculture 
held January 21 in the Auditorium of the 
San Joaquin Power Building at Fresno. 
Describing the methods of cleansing cans 
and milk buckets employed on his dairy 
when he first engaged in the dairy business, 
Hadley stated that after a washing and 
rinsing the utensils were hung on the fence 
in the sunshine to “sterilize.” When the 
sunshine failed the sterilization suffered, 
so his next step was to scald the utensils 
with hot water carried in a teakettle from 
the kitchen. This proved unhandy so he 
installed a huge iron cauldron for heating 
the water, which was some improvement 
over the teakettle but not entirely satis- 
factory. He then installed a one-horse- 
power boiler which did the work much bet- 
ter but proved both expensive and dang- 
erous, setting the barn on fire and almost 
ruining his plant. He then decided to try 
a sterilizer equipped with a kerosene 
burner, the tank being similar in con- 
struction to the modern electric sterilizer. 
This was satisfactory in accomplishing the 
work of sterilization but quite often proved 
troublesome due to the fact that the burner 
would smoke. 


PURCHASED ELECTRIC STERILIZER 


At last, about two years ago, he pur- 
chased an electric sterilizer which he has 
used ever since. The only trouble his 
electric sterilizer caused him was encount- 
ered before he had had much experience 
with the equipment, and was the result of 
his forgetting to turn off the current when 
through. One neglect of this precaution 
resulted in a bill of $20 to replace a burned 
out heating element. Following a recur- 
rence of this accident he discussed his 
troubles with the manufacturer who ad- 
vised the installation of an electric time 
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clock to automatically cut off the current. 
“Since attaching the clock,” he said, “I 
have saved enough electricity to almost pay 
for the attachment although it has been in 
operation only a few months. It saves one 
man’s time of watching and saves much 
current that otherwise would be wasted. 
This device has certainly made dairying a 
lot lighter and ranks about as the motor 
car does with old Dobbin and the one- 
horse shay.” 

In discussing comparative costs of oper- 
ation he stated that as near as he can figure 
the cost of electricity is about the same as 
for kerosene. 

In the general discussion of Mr. Had- 
ley’s paper the necessity for keeping uten- 
sils at a sterilizing point for a sufficient 
length of time was emphasized. Results 
from experiments conducted by the College 
of Agriculture were shown by Executive 
Secretary B. D. Moses who used stereop- 
ticon slides to visualize the observations. 
These studies stressed the importance of 
heat insulation, small quanity of water and 
correct size of heating element. The great- 
est value in insulation was shown in the 
sustained high temperatures after current 
in the sterilizers has been cut off. 


DISCUSSES BROODERS 


A paper by E. O. Hussey on electric 
poultry brooders was read by Professor 
Moses in the absence of Mr. Hussey. 
Briefly, Mr. Hussey stated that he had 
used electric brooders since 1912, having 
as many as twenty-five 500-chick brooders 
at one time. In the opinion of Mr. Hussey 
a good brooder “should supply ample heat 
during the coldest weather; the heat must 
be safe, dependable and automaticially con- 
trolled. The ventilation system should 
suppy fresh air enough to provide the 
chicks with plenty of oxygen, while the air 
circulation should be rapid enough to carry 
away moisture keeping the brooder dry 
underneath. Poor ventilation has been one 
of the greatest drawbacks with electric 
brooders in the past. The machine must 
be constructed so that the chicks can be 
handled with a minimum of labor, and last, 
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but not least, the brooder must be low in 
cost and economical to operate.” 

Mr. Hussey stated that there is a period 
in the life of chicks, between three and six 
weeks of age, when it is very easy to cause 
sickness in a brood if the brooder is without 
sufficient ventilation. In his opinion there 
is much need for improvement in the venti- 
lation systems of the brooders he has seen 
and used. 


EXHIBIT OF 
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In a summary of the various types of 
brooders under observation by the State 
College of Agriculture, Professor Moses 
showed stereopticon slides dealing with 
methods used for heating and ventilating. 

An exhibition of various types of steriliz- 
ers and brooders shown in the basement of 
the Valley Electrical Supply Company, 
was the source of considerable interest to 
those who attended the meeting. 


STERILIZERS AND BROODERS 


Many types and sizes were displayed in Valley Electrical Supply Company basement for inspection of 
dairymen and poultry raisers. 
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BALCH PLANT 
Balch Plant is finished and its 40,000 


horsepower are at last a contributing 
factor of San Joaquin service. The dedi- 
cation ceremonies were in every way a com- 
plete success. The weather gods were kind 
in granting a day of perfect sunshine; the 
visitors were many and were representa- 
tive of agricultural, industrial, business and 
civic leadership; and arrangements were 
thorough and were carried through without 
a hitch. A. G. Wishon's long cherished 
dream of harnessing the waters of Kings 
River has through the medium of engineer- 
ing skill come to realization. 

We have talked “the Kings River proj- 
ect” for years. We followed the surveyors 
from their first cruises; we watched the 
great steam shovel carve a road along the 
mountain side; we saw cement, timber, 
pipe, machinery gather where hundreds of 
skilled and eager hands seized upon them 
to assemble them into the completed power 
plant. It has meant work, hard work, but 
the men who did the work took pleasure in 
it, because it will stand forever as a monu- 
ment to their pioneering as well as their 
skill, and because too it will stand forever 
to render an essential service to the people. 

The whole San Joaquin organization 
shares with Harold Fox and his crew their 
pride in the specific achievements of this 
great job. When it was first projected, 


Google 


San Joaquin Power MAGAZINE 


big engineering and construction firms de- 
clared Fox’s estimates were low; only one 
such firm was willing to undertake the 
job on his estimate, and this one insisted 
upon certain reservations and conditions 
that would probably have brought the ulti- 
mate cost substantially beyond the stipu- 
lated figure. But Fox insisted his esti- 
mates were right, and General Manager 
A. Emory Wishon stood behind him. These 
two men staked their professional reputa- 
tion, in fact their future in the industry, 
upon the ability of the San Joaquin organ- 
ization itself to carry the job through inside 
the cost estimate and within a stipulated 
time limit. Fox more than made good. He 
developed such efficiency and such splen- 
did co-operative spirit among his men that 
there was never a consequential delay and 
the final cost of the job is a half million 
dollars below his own estimate. Balch 
plant as it stands today represents a lower 
cost per installed horsepower than any 
other hydro-electric plant in America. 

On the platform during the dedication 
ceremonies were three men who have 
worked side by side through virtually all 
the years of San Joaquin Power develop- 
ment. They were William G. Kerckhoff, 
A. C. Balch and A. G. Wishon. Messrs. 
Kerckhoff and Balch are of the past; their 
interest in San Joaquin today is purely 
sentimental. Yet the sentiment was suf- 
ficiently strong to bring them all the way 
from Los Angeles for this gala day, and 
Mr. Balch, after whom the plant is named, 
spoke feelingly of his long association with 
the company and with A. G. and A. Emory 
Wishon, and of his own gratification that 
this newest monument to progress bears 
his name. 

But it was to A. G. Wishon, our presi- 
dent, that the day’s big tribute was paid. 
And it was paid most eloquently by Ezra 
Decoto, president of the California Rail- 
road Commission. To the vision of Wishon, 
declared Mr. Decoto, the San Joaquin Val- 
ley owes a mighty debt, for that vision has 
been translated into homes and farms, 
towns and cities, into prosperity, into com- 
fort, convenience, ease of living. The name 
of Wishon, said this speaker whose daily 
work brings him into contact with the 
leaders of California development, should 
be inscribed in giant letters high upon the 
granite mountainside where future genera- 
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tions may read it and from it gather inspir- 
ation for their own progress. 

It was fitting that, immediately follow- 
ing Mr. Decoto's address, the chairman of 
the day, Mr. Henry Hawson, should have 
called upon A. G. Wishon, and that Mr. 
Wishon, after a few words that voiced his 
own pride in the completion of the plant, 
should have said: 

“To the development of the land I love 
and to the service of mankind, I dedicate 
the Balch Power Plant.” 


THE BUDGET 


San Joaquin’s budget announcement, 
made public on February 9th, gave addi- 
tional inspiration to the general feeling of 
confidence in the immediate future which 
has of late been developing throughout the 
valley. 

When business conditions are under dis- 
cussion, one always feels elated to know 
that this or the other crop is bringing a 
million or two of dollars into the com- 
munity; for every dollar gets into circula- 
tion and the merchant gets his share of it 
and prospers accordingly. San Joaquin 
Light and Power Corporation means a sub- 
stantial crop of real dollars every year. The 
combined budgets of San Joaquin and its 
principal subsidiary, the Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation, will total $10,- 
506,135 for 1927. Half of this is for oper- 
ating expense, and the greater part of oper- 
ating expense is represented in wages of 
employees which are spent here at home. 
The other half, or to put it into exact 
figures, $4,525,485, is for construction—in 
other words, it is new investment, just that 
much new capital brought into the terri- 
tory and contributing to its development. 
New transmission and distribution lines, 
new substations, better and more far-reach- 
ing service, are contemplated by this big 
investment. 


If a new concern, representing any line. 


of industry or endeavor, were to appear in 
the valley and announce that it was going 
into business here with an investment of 
$4,500,000, the news would be heralded 
far and wide as perhaps marking a new 
epoch in development. Our $4,500,000 is 
a new investment in an old business, and 
therefore doesn’t attract a deal of attention, 
but it means just that much additional 
money in the industrial activities of the val- 
ley. Much of that money will be spent here; 
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all of it will be represented in permanent 
installation that will add materially to the 
valley's wealth and welfare. 


POLITICS AND BUSINESS 

Protesting against a year's wait in put- 
ting into effect a combination city and 
county tax assessment and collection plan, 
authorized by the voters, the Oakland 
“Times, a Hearst publication, said recently 
that such a delay would mean a waste of 
$100,000, and added: 

“Any private business concern that 
could stop a $100,000 leak by a change 
in bookkeeping would do it without 
hesitation. 

“But, of course, the public's business 
seldom is conducted with strict regard 
to economy. Always the political ef- 
fect of every move must be consid- 
ered.” 


H. N. CARROLL MOVES 
TO SAN FRANCISCO 


H. N. Carroll, for the past four years 
assistant to A. M. Frost in the Power 
Sales Department of San Joaquin Power, 
was made city sales 
manager of the San 
Francisco Division of 
the Great Western 
Power Company as- 
suming the duties of 
his new position on 
March 16. 

Harry has 
qualification of a 
good salesman. He 
has a thorough 

knowledge of power 
‘and its uses, being 

H. N. equipped for this field 
through a course in the School of Mines 
at Rolla, Missouri, and several years’ ex- 
perience in various fields including studies 
in oil production and shipping, agriculture 
and manufacturing. He also has a pleasing 
personality that wins for him the confi- 
dence and respect of new friends and holds 
those who have had the pleasure of meeting 
him. 

While the San Joaquin Power organiza- 
tion regrets the loss of the courteous ef- 
ficient help of Harry from the Power Sales 
Department, it is only in fairness that his 
abilities be given recognition and oppor- 
tunity in a field where his talents will have 
a wider scope. 


every 
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Power Sales Department Holds School 


Thirty-four Students of Lighting and Power Course Receive 
Diplomas for Work Completed During Last Y ear 


the salesman know the product or ser- 

vice he is selling. With this axiom in 
mind A. M. Frost, Manager of Power 
Sales, since taking over this work in 1924 
has conducted sales meetings regularly 
where sales problems are discussed and in- 
formation exchanged on various phases of 
the uses of lighting and power. While these 
meetings proved beneficial and well worth 
while it was found that enough of them 
could not be held to give the salesmen suf- 
ficient instruction for the highly technical 
business of selling electrical service. The 
salesmen wanted more information. 

To fill this need a course of study in 
lighting and power was inaugurated last 
year under the leadership of H. N. Carroll. 
This plan gave the salesmen an opportunity 
for home study as well as provided a ready 
source of information to salesmen in the 
field. 

The course used was prepared by the 
National Electric Light Association and 
consisted of departments in Power Sales 


I: is essential to good salesmanship that 
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and Lighting Sales covering a period of 
twenty-eight weeks of study. 

Thirty-four salesmen took the course, all 
passing final tests with a percentage of 90 
or better. Nine San Joaquin Power dis- 
tricts and the Valley Electrical Supply 
Company were represented in the class. 
Those receiving diplomas were: 

N. T. Eichelberger, C. H. Eaton, J. P. 
McElroy, Kenneth Hampton, C. L. Smith, 
T. M. DeFoe, C. E. Taylor, L. A. Wilson, 
E. P. Hodshire, E. B. McKinlay, L. A. 
Wilcox, T. M. Smith, C. R. Worden, 
Mark Webster, and N. L. Breuillot of 
Fresno; W. H. Jahant, E. F. Millard, J. 
P. Kastl, and T. M. Lee of Bakersfield; 
M. D. Wheat and D. D. Trumbull of 
Dinuba; G. V. Footman and A. A. And- 
erson of Madera; M. E. Herron and C. T. 
Puckett of Merced; W. L. Henderson, H. 
M. Phillips and A. H. Mackechnie of 
Selma; C. A. Karling, J. E. Hammond, 
and L. I. Wilcox of San Luis Obispo; V. 
F. Elexander and D. C. Miller of Santa 
Maria, and D. C. Scott of San Joaquin. 


Students of Power and Lighting Sales. In the front row are B, H. Courtright, A. M. Frost, A. G. Wishon and 
I. N. Carroll. 
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GRILL MEALS TO BE 
COOKED AT TABLE 


With a table stove the house- 
wife can cook an entire meal at the dinner table 
while she chats with her family. Such a meal 
not only furnishes a touch of novelty for the 
family who enjoys it, but breaks the routine of 
cooking for the housewife who prepares it. The 
proper time schedule when each item of the 
menu is cooked is of first importance. In a 
breakfast consisting of fruit, oatmeal, broiled 
bacon and scrambled eggs, hot rolls and coffee, 
everything is cooked at the table except the 
rolls, which were warmed over, and the fruit. 
Here are a few suggestions regarding the 
“flow” of the operations through this miniature 
kitchen: 


The orange juice or grapefruit for this 
breakfast were prepared in advance. Now for 
the cooked portion: Fill the electric coffee per- 
colator and connect it ten to twelve minutes 
before breakfast when everyone is at the table. 
At the same time place the deep pan filled with 
one cupful of water and one cupful of milk on 
the grill. When this comes to a boil stir in one 
cupful of quick-boiling oatmeal. While this is 
cooking on top of the grill, the bacon may be 
placed to broil in the small pan under the heat- 
ing element. The rolls are placed under the 
broil pan. 

When the oatmeal has finished cooking it is 
served, leaving a place on the stove for scram- 
bling the eggs. Thus the entire breakfast has 
been cooked on the table with the grill. The 
housewife who was also the cook has had the 
breakfast hour with her family. 


For a luncheon consisting of two kinds of 
sandwiches, oyster omelet, fruit salad, cup cus- 
tard and coffee, a little preliminary preparation 
is necessary in the kitchen, but all cooking is 
done at the table. 

The two kinds of sandwiches should include 
one semi-sweet and one rather snappy sand- 
wich. Cream cheese and currant jelly make a 
dainty sweet sandwich. Minced ham can be 
served for contrast. 


OYSTER OMELET 


cayenne pepper and 


1 quart oysters 
salt to taste 


1 tablespoon butter 
1 tablespoon flour yolks 3 eggs 
juice Y4 lemon 1 tablespoon cream 
Put quart of oysters in deep pan of grill in 
their own liquor and bring to quick boil. Do 
not boil for any length of time or they will be 
tough. Season to taste. Melt butter in shallow 
pan on top of grill, stir in flour, add cupful of 
the oyster broth, lemon juice, and seasoning. 
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Stir until smooth, then add 
oysters and yolks of eggs which 
have been mixed with cream. 
Shake pan lightly until sauce 
begins to thicken. Make omelet. Place about 
six oysters in center of omelet, fold it and let 
it settle a moment. Turn onto a hot platter 
and serve with the oysters and sauce around it. 


CUP CUSTARD 


1 pint milk 6 tablespoons sugar 
3 eggs 1⁄4 teaspoon salt 

Scald milk in deep pan on top of grill. Add 
sugar and salt to the beaten eggs and pour the 
milk slowly over them. Then pour into buttered 
egg cups and grate nutmeg over top. Cover 
bottom cooking pan with one-half inch of water 
and cook on top of stove until custard is set. 
Then place on lower rack to brown. 


The dinner composed of saute of boneless 
flounder, potatoes and peas, asparagus tips 
salad, hot waffles and preserves, and coffee, 
may be cooked entirely on the table stove and 
waffe iron. 


Have the flounder boned as for fillet. Wash 
and wipe with a clean tea towel; sprinkle with 
plenty of salt and pepper and place on ice for 
several hours before cooking so that the season- 
ing will be absorbed by the fish. Heat pan and 
melt in it two tablespoons of butter with a tea- 
spoon of finely chopped chives and one of 
chopped parsley. Put fish in pan with diced 
potatoes and allow to simmer for twenty min- 
utes. Serve on buttered toast with garnishing 
of green parsley. 

While the fish is cooking on top of the grill, 
a green vegetable can be heated or even cooked 
under the heating element. Saute the vegetable 
in butter. Toast can be made in the toasting 
compartment. Salad will be on the table, hav- 
ing been prepared before dinner. 

During the main course of the meal the waf- 
fle iron or the waffle iron attachment to the 
grill can be heated, ready to make crisp dessert 
waffles, 

PASTRY WAFFLES 


4 tablespoons melted 
butter 

2 eggs 

2 tablespoons sugar 


1 cup wheat flour 
1 cup pastry flour 
4 teaspoons baking 
powder 
2% cupfuls of milk 
Sift dry ingredients first, except baking pow- 
der, which is to be stirred in paste. Add milk, 
egg yolks and butter, and beat the batter. Stir 
in baking powder and fold in whites of eggs 
beaten stiff. Heat waffle iron for ten minutes 
before pouring in the first waffle. This recipe 
makes waffles like a pastry that are particularly 
delicious to serve with preserves and coffee. 


BAKERSFIELD 
J. A. Ware, Reporter 
AMONG OURSELVES 


Denize Lohman is very jubilant over the fact 
that she has just recovered from a severe case 
of influenza. The rejoicing is due not so much 
to her recovery but to the fact that she lost ten 
pounds during the illness, 

H. W. “Bert” Walford was a recent visitor 
in the southland spending the time with his 
daughter, Mrs. Mollie Gibson. 

Violet Chidgey and Ethel Bickerdike, mem- 
bers of the bachelor maid's club, have been hav- 
ing some trouble getting 
around on account of so 
much rain and water. It is 
rumored that they have 
been prospecting around 
among the motor boat 

dealers as though they 
were considering a new mode of transportation. 

Carla Randolph stole a march on the bunch 
St. Valentine's Day by getting married. She 
was married to Jack Huston, who is connected 
with the Western Auto Supply Company. No 
previous evidence or announcement having 
been made, the whole thing was a complete 
surprise. 

You have all heard about the golf bug. 
It takes its toll here and there and oft times 
shows up when least expected. The President 
of the United States has ever been infested 
with it and it has been known to take hold of 
kings and queens. Now to the dismay of all 
it is taking its toll in the San Joaquin organiza- 
tion, and in the most severe form known to man. 
The latest victim is none other than our good 
and faithful Steam Plant Superintendent, A. Y. 
Meudell. His case is so acute that he thinks 
and talks about nothing else. He and D. L. 
Wishon have organized a club and are to meet 
the Associated Oil Club in tournament on Sun- 
day, February 20, on the grounds of the latter 
club. 

At the regular February, meeting of the Wel- 
fare Association an entertainment was put on by 
the employees of the Consumer's Department. 
DeNize Lohman gave a splendid example of a 
hostile consumer coming in after her services 
had been shut off for non-payment, also a dem- 
onstration of a high bill complaint. Alease 
Dumble went through the regular routine of a 
party applying for service. Theresa Kelley 
gave a complete outline of the accounting set- 
up, explaining the method used in arriving at 
a balance on consumer ledgers. Harry Chid- 
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gey, chief meter reader, gave a very humorous 


talk on why dogs prefer meter readers. The 
entertainment was well put on and all those 
present seemed well pleased with it. 


Rain! Rain! Rain! King Kilowatt is no 
longer the predominating element in providing 
moisture for thirsty farms. Old Jupe Pluvius 
has given the King a much needed rest, show- 
ering crystal rain drops on the thirsty soil at 
frequent intervals throughout the entire winter 
until the hills and valleys are covered with a 
carpet of beautiful green. The farmer has his 
smile, the cattle man his grin, the desert again 
has bloomed as the rose. Orchards dotting the 
valley here and there are putting forth their 
bloom, filling the air with fragrance, while the 
beautiful California poppy is living up to its 
reputation, spreading its golden radiance on the 
sloping hillsides as far as the eye can see. How 
wonderful it is to live in California and enjoy 
the beauties that nature has provided in the 
great outdoors! And let's not, in our hours 
of exultation, forget to sympathize with our 
neighbors in the east where old Sol has not as 
yet seen fit to melt the snows or lower the 
temperature so that they can peek outside the 
doors without getting their noses frost-bitten. 
And, too, let us bear in mind that King Kilo- 
watt again will resume his duties as king of 
service for soon the gentle rain drops will 
cease their prattle and the summer sun will 
come into its own, and ’tis then that the wheels 
of the turbines will start turning, bringing forth 
the cool refreshing streams of clear water to 
again moisten the earth and freshen the life of 
vegetation. 

ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT 


Bessie Williams is now the proud owner of a 
brand new Chrysler Coupe. As a matter of 
precaution, due to the fact that she is not thor- 
oughly familiar with driving, she is using a 
Ford Coupe to practice with but hopes within 
the near future to abandon the old one and 
use the new one full time. 


We are proud to announce another radio 
fan in our midst in our friend and co-worker, 
Herb St. Mary. He has 
had his radio for some 
time but after being 
questioned about recep- 
tion says he doesn't know 
—he is always tinkering 
with it and has never had 
time to test it out for either volume or reception. 

Edwin Baum announces that his mother is 
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now with him from Nebraska and intends mak- 
ing her home here in the future. 


The Operating Department recently hung 
up a new record in changing transformers. It 
became necessary to change one of the 5,000 
KVA transformers at the McKittrick Substa- 
tion and with the assistance of a crew from 

` Taft the transformer was taken out and the 
new one installed and on the line in just 20 
minutes. A good record we must say, and the 
boys are to be congratulated. 


GAS DEPARTMENT 


A new six-inch gas transmission line has just 
been completed connecting East and West 
Bakersfield. The two services have been tied 
together for years but this additional tie-line 
will better the present service. 


The peak in new business was reached in 
1926, having added almost one thousand new 
gas consumers, the greatest in any one year 
since the company started in business. Pros- 
pects for 1927 are very encouraging and if the 
record for January and February are kept up 
throughout the year a larger increase will be 
shown this year than last. 


Forrest Wooden of the Construction Depart- 
ment is just recovering from a very serious 
operation and is expecting to be back on duty 
soon. 

MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 


The stork visited Mr. and Mrs. Dan Fulton 
and left them a beautiful seven-and-one-half 
pound baby girl. Mrs. Fulton has returned 
from the hospital and is now visiting her 
mother at Wasco. 

Mrs. Julia Babcock paid a flying visit to the 
Kilowatt Branch of the Kern County Free 
Library. We were glad to see Mrs. Babcock 
and wish she could find time to come more 
often. 


Miss Aldine Higdon was home for the week- 
end from Fresno, the occasion being her birth- 
day. She returned to college Sunday evening 
after a wonderful time at home. 


Mrs. G. Hess has returned to her home after 
having been called to Springfield, Mo., to 
the bedside of her mother who was very ill. 
Mrs. Hess says that she was very happy to re- 
turn to California, the land of sunshine and 
flowers. after experiencing such a cold climate. 

ag Now that the cooling 
2 ponds have been thor- 
oughly cleaned and re- 
filled no doubt em- 
ployees and many 
others, near and far, 
will enjoy some de- 
o lightful bathing this 
i summer. 

The town of Wasco celebrated its twentieth 
anniversary on February 5th in a way that 
would be a credit to any town several times 
its size. A fine parade was staged, in which 
was shown a number of floats representing the 
days of 1907 and the town as it is today. This 
carried one back to the pioneer days of the 
colony with a true representation of things as 
they existed at that time, and enabled one to 
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truly visualize the progress that has been made 
in the past two decades, 

The company was represented by a float giv- 
ing an example of the kitchen in the days before 
electric service reached the community and an 
up-to-date kitchen with all modern electric con- 
veniences, such as is found in numerous homes. 
This float won first prize. 

H. G. Hull was chairman in full charge of 
all arrangements, appointing numerous com- 
mittees to carry on the different entertain- 
ments. 

STEAM PLANT 

Mrs. Clark, wife of G. B. Clark, clerk in the 
Steam Plant office, underwent a very serious 
operation recently but we are glad to report 
she is now at home and improving rapidly. 


The following estimate for repairs came 
through from the Bakersfield Steam Plant: “On 
February 14, 1927, at 5:00 p. m., a sorrel male 
mule (owned by the Bakersfield Rock and 
Gravel Company) walked all over the roof of 
our large fuel oil reservoir and went through 
same into oil. We had a hole cut at edge to 
get him out. A. Y. MEUDELL, Superintendent. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 
C.R. Worden, Reporter 


George Zelhart has been transferred from 
the Power Sales Department to Fresno District 
and is working on Industrial Power. This 
work in the past has been handled by Norman 
Eichelberger. Norm is specializing on Red Seal 
and cooking installation load. 

Edith Oakland has been confined to her home 
for the past few weeks due to illness, but we 
trust that she will soon be with us again. 

Hazel Moxsy was one of the delegates to 
represent the Fresno Progressive Business Girls 
at a conference recently held at San Jose. 
Knowing Hazel as we do, we are sure that 
Fresno was well represented. 

Elbert Harris has decided that it is far 
cheaper to walk than drive an automobile. He 
was unfortunate enough to have a wreck while 
driving his father's car and he is now saving 
his pennies to pay the repair bill. 

Ernest Henderson has decided to withdraw 
his application to join an acrobatic troupe for 
the season. One Sunday several weeks ago 
he was trying out some stunts on a horizontal 
bar in order to amuse 
the neighborhood chil- 
dren and after going 
through such stunts as 
skinning the cat and 
hanging by his toes, 
he slipped (that is, 
one toe slipped) and 
down he came, land- 
ing on his left arm 
and shoulder. Unfor- 
tunately for Ernest, he 
tore loose some of the 
ligaments and broke a small blood vessel near 
his elbow. His injuries have caused him con- 
siderable trouble since that time, but he is back 
at the office now, and says that the next time 
the neighborhood youngsters want to be amused 
it will not be by his acrobatic efforts. 


The 
Snow 
Party 


at 
Yosemite 
National 
Park 


Left—A. S. Walthall Irene Griffin and Lois Smith cover 
tries snowshoeing up under the snow 


Lillian Broeker, Jean Peterson, Rose Dixon and 
Mr. Dixon take a slide. 


TA 


Snow-balling was carried to an extreme Katherine Lundy tries to catch a deer with a ham sandwich. 
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Chet Eaton has turned in his Sport Nash 
Touring and is now driving a Hudson Broug- 
ham. We understand that the motor has not 
had a chance to cool off since Chet first got 
the car as Mrs. Eaton has called it her car and 
wants it broken in properly. 


THE YOSEMITE SNOW PARTY 


The snow party given by the San Joaquin 
Power Club in conjunction with the Fresno 
Chamber of Commerce was a huge success. Ap- 
proximately 65 club members and their families 
attended. Nearly all of the San Joaquin party 
left Fresno at noon on Saturday, arriving in 
Yosemite early enough to enjoy sleigh riding, 
tobogganing and snow fights before dinner. 

Snow had fallen the preceding night, and 
the Valley, with its blanket of white, was in- 
deed a beautiful sight. Those who had never 
before been to Yosemite marvelled at the mag- 
nificent spectacle, while others who had visited 
it during other seasons found the Valley even 
more beautiful in its winter garb. A number, 
fortunate enough to arrive early, had the un- 
usual privilege of witnessing a _ snowslide, 
thousands of tons of snow falling from Glacier 
Point to the floor of the Valley below. The 
slide was accompanied by terrific rumbling. 
In appearance it seemed as though a new 
waterfall,—a white one,—had been formed. 


The dance, which was held on Saturday 
night, was preceded by an interesting pro- 
gram. Dot Edwards and Lois Smith gave a 
Hawaiian number, Dot as a Hulu maiden and 
Lois as a sailor lad. 

Selections were contributed by the Iron Boys 
quartet of Fresno, under the leadership of 
Ed Florin, and C. C. Cass gave an interesting 
talk on the previous trips to Yosemite spons- 
ored by the Chamber of Commerce and com- 
paring them with the 1927 trip which was 
larger and peppier than any preceding one. 
The large attendance was due largely to open- 
ing of the new road which permits making the 
entire trip by automobile and in much less time 
than by train. The average run is four and 
one-half hours from Fresno. 

On Sunday the weather was ideal and nearly 
every one was up early to enjoy the sports that 
had been planned for the day. Sleighs were 
available for those who wished to take trips 
around the park and a number hiked up the 
narrow trail to Vernal Falls. The snow had 
packed over night, making toboganning an ex- 
cellent sport. Judging from the merriment of 
the participants, it was also a thrilling one. 


Prizes were awarded to winners in contests 
of snow-shoe racing, tug-o'-war, gunny sack 
racing and skating. 

The delightful meals served at Camp Curry 
and at the cafeteria contributed in no small 
measure to the success of the party. The ap- 
petites developed by our “pencil pushers” and 
by dainty and demure stenographers were as- 
tounding, to say the least. 


All agreed that the party “went over big” and 
our able president, Babe Walthall, is to be con- 
gratulated for its success.—/rene H. Griffin. 
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ROBERTA SUTTER, Reporter 


Bill Walker, a member of our drafting de- 
partment for five years, accepted a position 
with the Southern California Edison Company 
at Big Creek on January 1. His friends pre- 
sented him with a beautiful fountain pen. He 
also is the proud possessor of his five-year serv- 
ice pin. Several who have heard from Bill 
since he left say that he likes the surroundings 
and also his new position. 

Among those who went to the Yosemite snow 
party on February 5 and 6 and enjoyed all the 
winter frolics on the program were Gladys 
Wright, Bobby Moore and Vernard Redman 
of the Engineering Department, E. R. Banks and 
Roberta Sutter of the Operating Department 
and Marie Steinhauer from the telephone office. 
There are several holes in the ice and snow 
where some of the amateurs “went down” and 
for many days, several of the party were wear- 
ing black and blue marks. 

Roy Hall kept the telephone lines hot for 
weeks recently calling here and there in an- 
swer to advertisements regarding furnished 
houses for rent. We couldn’t quite imagine 
what it was all about until we learned that his 
mother is here from the East and is making 
her home with Roy. 

Lee Leatham and Herbert Minor seem to 
have the same preference as to cars. We feel 
the spring fever has gotten them both for about 
the first of February they each rode down to 
work in a brand new Buick—Lee in a coach 
and Herb in a sedan. Before that, they both 
sported Dodges. A. R. Polansky, “Polly” to 
his friends, is not to be outclassed by his co- 
workers and because he does not find much use 
for a car, he feels that the “Drivurself” agency 
can meet his demands when he turns in his little 
ticket for a “buggy.” It may be a Ford or it 
may be a Cadillac, but Polly can pay his money 
and take his choice. 

Who hasn't heard of “Sticky Fingers?” We 
recently have had called to our attention an- 
other notorious character called “Sticky Feet.” 
“Polly” Polansky sat through a perfectly en- 
joyable picture one afternoon at the Liberty 
Theater and found that when he was ready 
to leave something caused him to linger. It 
may have been that his companions in enjoy- 
ment were reluctant to see him go and so 
“planted gum under his 
feet—at any rate, it 
was just that little thing 
that gave cause to call 
out the rescue squad. 

Polly was finally dis- 
entangled, but evidently 
it was Wrigley’s and 
the flavor lasted. At 
any rate, a new pair of 
shoes shortly were in 
Polly is still looking for the owner 


evidence. 
of the gum. 
March finds two new engineers added to the 


personnel of the seventh floor. Master Richard 
Duncan gladdened the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lee R. Duncan on February 24 at an initial 
weight of 4516400. kilograms or .003875 tons. 
(These figures are given through the courtesy 
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of Messrs. Vernard Redman and Roy Hall, re- 
spectively.) Donald Otto arrived on March 1 
and weighs 834 pounds, one pound more than 
Master Duncan. 

When the Balch Power House was dedicated 
January 29 several members of the Operating 
Department attended the dedication and dance. 
Those in the party were E. A. Quinn, C. E. 
Schnell, E. R. Banks and family, Herb and 
Harry Minor, A. R. Polansky, E. W. Otto, H. 
N. Kalb and Roberta Sutter. 

Marie Steinhauer recently underwent a ton- 
sillar operation and is doing very nicely. We 
expect to see her back at her desk soon. 

A. Jerome left March 5 for Ontario, Can- 
ada, to visit his parents and recuperate from a 
recent operation. 

H. N. Kalb has just informed the writer that 
he is planning a tour on horseback from Power 
House 3 and Coarse Gold to Raymond, in- 
specting lines and looking for places to fish. 
Wouldn't be surprised if he intends taking his 
vacation around that part of the woods. He has 
been told the distance is only 30 miles horizont- 
ally but there is a lot of vertical distance in 
horseback riding that may make it seem like 
130 miles. 

A. H. Nichols, former substation inspection 
foreman for Harry Minor, was in one day last 
week to see his old friends. Mr. Nichols is 
now a bulb rancher in Santa Maria—flower 
bulbs, not electrics. 

Lee R. Duncan has come to fame as a motion 
picture promoter and we are all wondering 
whether we will lose him to the West Coast 


PRIZE-WINNING STUNT 


These linemen and miniature San Joaquin Power line 
won first prize at Ad Mask Ball in Fresno 
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Theatres. Lee has some spiffy Monday night 
programs and they are well worth attending. 
Everyone is invited and if you possibly can 
come you will find that your evening will be 
well spent. 

Gladys Wright entertained the girls of the 
seventh floor at her home a week or so ago 
and the evening was spent over the bridge 
tables. We found that Gladys shines as a salad 
maker and she can put Belle Graf in the dark 
when it comes to baking cakes. 

Roberta Sutter entertained a number of girls 
from the office at her home recently when she 
was hostess at a 6 o’clock dinner party. It is 
said that “too many cooks spoil the broth,” 
but this is one instance where “too many was 
just enough.” 


GENERAL OFFICE 


Recent important personnel changes include 
the resignation of Mickey Sullivan, dispenser of 
information, to join the forces of Hercules 
Power Comany in San Francisco; of Frances 
Pratt, copy writer, to become assistant man- 
ager of the Wilson Theater; and of Gladys 
Grubb to become manager in full charge of 
the Grubbs household. 


A newly-formed girls’ club, nameless as yet, 
recently enjoyed a dinner at Estrada’s, later go- 
ing to the home of Edna Ballard to participate 
in a “dove social” This form of entertain- 
ment, whatever it may be, sprang into promi- 
nence as a plank in one of the club election 
platforms. 

Grace Haire and Anita Stockton were host- 
esses to the T. N. T. Club on February 11 at 
the home of Mrs. Haire on Effie street. St. 
Valentine was the theme of the party. As a 
club T. N. T. is powerful. 


The last two meetings of the Women’s 
Luncheon Club were highly successful. The 
February meeting was presided over by Mrs. 
Mattie Turner. Mrs. Floyd Cowan sang, Miss 
Cornelia Elbow gave a pianologue and Rev. E. 
A. Fridell spoke on his trip to Europe. Miss 
Olive Shook was hostess at the meeting March 
9 and as the main feature Mrs. W. L. Potts re- 
viewed “The Miracle.” 

My goodness, we girls are becoming regular 
Babbitts! 

Beth Hamilton lately was approached by two 
stern minions of the law—and presented with 
five gallons of gasoline for careful driving. 


In the advertising stunts display at the an- 
nual mask ball of the Fresno Advertising Club 
held February 21, San Joaquin Power carried 
off first prize for the best entry depicting an 
industry. The stunt consisted of four tall line- 
men in full equipment bearing a miniature of 
the distinctive San Joaquin Power 110,000- 
volt figure “4” wood pole line. The replica of 
the line was in exact proportion to the standard 
line including the detail of suspension insulators 
characteristic of this type of line. Small electric 
lights suspended from the insulators were the 
only deviation from the original. The linemen 
carrying the poles were L. V. Callahan, Ralph 
Johnson, George Johnson and Carl Felps. 
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SELMA 


FRANKIE McCrory, Reporter 


Roy ‘Archer left this district the first of the 
year to accept a position on the telephone patrol 
in Fresno District. 

We are glad to have G. B. Finney back with 
us after an absence of six weeks on account 
of sickness. Joe Stephenson has returned to 
Selma, and is convalescing from an operation 
which was performed at San Francisco. 


Mrs. Edna Hickner, whom we all remember 
as Edna Babbs, visited with Rena Stevenson 
for a few days during January. 

Naomi Hemmingsen assisted with the trans- 
fer of ledgers in Selma office early in the year. 

Harold Bohl is the proud daddy of a baby 
girl, born on January 4. 

š Oh yes! Has every- 
one noticed the beau- 
tiful diamond on An- 


netta Cargiles left 
hand? Walter Sor- 
rensen is the donor, 


but as yet we have not 
been able to find out 
when the wedding is 
to occur. We believe 
that it will be an event of early Spring. 

Santa was extra good to Rena Stevenson, 
bringing her a Chrysler Coach for Christmas, 
and so she has been taking any number of 
week-end trips since. She spent a recent week- 
end in Oakland at the home of her parents. 

Walter Hobler, Grant Estabrook and J. J. 
Nielsen spent a recent week-end as guests of 
H. H. Young at Balch Camp. 

Rena Stevenson and Lola Anderson had lunch 
with Mrs. La Rose Linman at her home in 
Kingsburg some weeks ago. La Rose was for- 
merly a member of our office force, so, need- 
less to say, the girls had a fine time, with 
much to talk about. 

Now that Spring is in the air, everyone is 
talking gardens, and we are beautifying our 
grounds. Jack Bemusdoffer is talking of plant- 
ing “dragon-snappers” and such around the 
transformer rack. 

Now that Spring is really here, picnic parties 
are getting to be very popular, and everyone 
is making week-end trips to the mountains, 
bringing back beautiful wild flowers. But 
after all the main topic of conversation these 
days is baseball. Selma is getting re-organized 
and the Power Company will have two teams, 
one for indoor baseball and the other for 
regular ball. They have already started prac- 
ticing, and will soon be ready to meet all 
comers. We are backing the teams to the limit, 
and are quite sure that we will win the pen- 
nant. 

Selma District is acquiring new automobiles 
each month. 
Department is driving a new Ford touring car, 
and the Gas and Water Department has an 
electric truck which was imported from the 
Bakersfield District. 

Leonard Peterson, meter reader, was absent 
several days from his work on account of jury 
duty in Fresno. He says that he much prefers 
to read meters. 
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H. H. Young and family, taking advantage 
of Washington’s Birthday, motored south to 
spend the holiday with relatives and friends. 


Jack Bemusdoffer spent the same week-end 
in San Francisco, sight-seeing. 


Harold Brandin, popular storeroom auditor, 
has been in Selma for the past two weeks, 
seeing that things are in order, and renewing 
old acquaintances. 

Priscilla Olson, formerly of this force and 
now residing in Los Angeles, visited with us 
one afternoon, talking over old times. 

Frankie McCrory and daughter Kathryn vis- 
ited with friends in Madera over the week- 
end of February 12. 

G. D. McNeil is driving a New Chevrolet 
Sedan and Leonard “Fat” Post is putting on 
lots of style driving to work in a Hudson Coach. 
Annetta Cargile spends much time riding 
around in a new Chevrolet Coupe, in which 
she expects to acquire a half interest very soon. 

Marion Phillips is 
getting very thin these 
days, due to the rigid 
diet he has been on 
while his wife is visit- 
ing with relatives in 
San Diego. He expects 
to go after them soon 
and we predict that he 
will soon regain his 


Sis 
lost weight. 


MADERA 


Mance Cook, Reporter 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hollister are the proud 
parents of a baby girl born Saturday, January 
15. Congratulations, Paul, but don’t you know 
that we old fashioned girls don’t smoke cigars? 

“And thereby hangs a tale”— There are 
many tales being told about the black eye Ly- 
man Harris has been 
sporting. His alibi is that 
it was a wicked piece of 
work on the part of one of 
Merced's big-chested star 
basketball players. Ly- 
man visited that city with 
the home team and while 
there, he and the other 
star came together, mid- 
air, and Lyman came to earth with a beauti- 
ful shiner. 

At a recent Lions Club luncheon George Foot- 
man was chairman of the day and he certainly 
did himself proud in the way he handled the 
meeting. There was considerable complaint 
about the buttons of George's vest flying into 
the soup dishes of his immediate neighborhood. 

And, while we're on the Lions club subject, 
it might be added with all due respect to Jim- 
my Barrett's tenor voice, that Jimmy attempted 
to sing the latest song hit (you've all heard it— 
it’s a clever piece of work, “My Lita Grey 
Home in the West,” by Charles Chaplin). But 
Jim had just started good when the tail-twister 
rushed up to him and stopped him by collect- 
ing ten cents. 

On Sunday, January 23, a bunch of power 
company employees took a trip into Yosemite 
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Valley on a snow excursion. Those who par- 
ticipated in all the fun were Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Graham and family, Bill Taylor, Andy 
Ludwig, Mr. and Mrs. Jess Clevenger and fam- 
ily, Maurice Powell, Mr. and Mrs. L. M. Moss- 
man, Mr. and Mrs. Horace Tretheway and 
family and Mr. and Mrs. Don Houston. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Carpenter and Mr. and 
Mrs. James King were members of a party 
who spent a weekend in Yosemite several weeks 
previously. 

In removing a wire from a cross arm below 
a 10,000-volt circuit, John Lucchaise lineman of 
the Madera District was instantly killed on 
February 24 when the loose wire came in con- 
tact with the live circuit. Working with him 
were Andy Ludwig and Lyman Harris, line 
foreman, who were severely burned as a result 
of the accident. 

The death of Lucchaise has shocked and 
grieved his fellow workers and many others 
who will miss John's cheerful countenance and 
pleasing personality. He was born in Reno, 
Nevada, in 1901, and started with the company 
in 1920 as groundman, being promoted to the 
position of lineman on October 1, 1922. He 
was married in 1922 to Miss Beulah Yenne of 
Madera, and to them was born a daughter, 
Colleen. 


CORCORAN 


Fern Beck, Reporter 

A number of changes have been effected in 
the Corcoran office. Mr. Weiss has moved to 
the fair clime of Los Angeles, and his place 
as cashier has been taken by Chester Sorrick, 
formerly meter reader and collector. Sorrick 
has turned over his various meter books, change 
bags, gate keys and stand-ins with Corcoran 
cooks to Lorenzo Carrasco, who comes to us 
from Lemoore. 

The storekeeper’s job, which was left open 
when E. L. Foster left the company has been 
filled, and very ably, by George Flaherty. What 
with the Flahertys and the Carrolls, sure it 
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seems like we have a little bit of Ireland all 
our own. 

With all the rain we've been having,.it may 
be that we can arrange some swimming parties 
in old Tulare Lake before the spring is over. 

F. C. Carroll and Earl Shields spend most of 
their time on the roads between Corcoran and 
the West Side, where construction is under 
way to serve power for drilling to various oil 
companies operating there. The most active 
of these companies is the Chanslor-Canfield- 
Midway Oil Company, drilling in the Kettle- 
man Hills section. 

The scarcity of news here would indicate 
that we Corcoran people live quiet orderly 
lives. But maybe scandal will develop some 
day! 


CRANE VALLEY DISTRICT 
F. G. Perreys, Reporter 
A clean-up campaign at Power House No. 1 
heralds the approach of spring. The old fence 
has been torn down and replaced with a new 
one. Flowers and shrubbery, as well as the 
more practical household garden, have been 


planted. Even baseball is in the air, the dia- 
mond having been worked into shape, and 
potential Ty Cobbs 


and Babe Ruths al- 
ready developing. 
Baseball is the regular 
Sunday afternoon pro- 
gram, several close 
games having been 
played. Among the 
star players are Jane 
Visher, Mrs. D. P. 
Russell, Floyd Stancoff and Lulu Nell Martin, 
the school teacher. No bribery or baseball 
scandal can be reported—yet. 

Some people do not listen when opportunity 
knocks, nor did J. E. Lane when his Chevrolet 
developed a knock on a recent trip to Fresno. 
Result: A burned-out bearing. Lane says that 
while he doesn't approve of knockers generally, 
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FULL STREAMS GLADDEN FARMERS 


Fresno River in Madera County, usually nothing more than a dry bed ‘of sand, became a bank full river as 
a result of recent storms, 
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he is going to listen hereafter whenever either 
opportunity or his car knocks. 

Jane Visher was hostess at a recent card 
party here. In addition to Crane Valley resi- 
dents, Ed Kiley and Reginald Knight from 
Kerckhoff and Miss Carter from Sanger at- 
tended. The party was declared a great success. 

Power House No. 1 was well represented at 
a masquerade dance held at Kerckhoff, D. P. 
Russell winning first prize for costuming. 

Edwaid Kiely, oiler, was recently transferred 
to Kerckhoff Power House. His place at No. 
1 is being filled by E. F. McCracken. 

Because of the unusual amount of water in 
the ditches, No. 1 plant has been operating with 
an output of 366,000 kilowatt hours in 24 hours, 
the greatest output in the history of the plant. 

John Reynolds of Power House No. 1A prides 
himself on being something of an ice skater. 
And so one morning early in the year, noticing 
that Crane Valley reservoir was substantially 
coated with ice, he ventured on to skate. The 
ice seemed strong enough so he tried some 
fancy stuff—pin wheels, figure eights and the 
like. Then he seemed to do a new one—rather 
a perpendicular effect—and when it was fin- 
ished John was completely submerged. Immedi- 
ately he put out for the surface, having decided 
that as a skater he was a pretty good swimmer. 


BALCH POWER HOUSE 
Geo. J. GLENN, Reporter 


Balch power house and camp were officially 
turned over to the Operating Department on 
March 1. The Construction Department has 
just about completed its work here until after 
the rainy season, when work on the afterbay 
dam will be resumed. 

Since we are starting out with a brand new 
plant, it would seem that we should have a new 
operating force as well, but we have a few of 
the old San Joaquin family with us yet. F. R. 
McGeorge, who was superintendent at Tule 
River for a number of years, is our superin- 
tendent. Eugene Martin, formerly chief oper- 
ator at Power House No. 1, and G. J. Glea- 
son, who was also at No. 1 for two years, are 
operators here. Chas. Ellis, who worked for 
the Engineering Department for five years, and 
Chas. Howell, another old timer, are oilers. 
The rest of the force consists of L. O. Leber 
and H. V. Richey, operators, and T. B. Boyd- 
son, oiler. 

R. C. Denny was here for several days this 
month checking over and testing out new ap- 
paratus. f 

The heavy rains during the past month made 
walking a necessity for the operating force. 
Seems like the whole country side tried to slide 
down into the road, making it impassable ex- 
cept on foot. 

Mrs. Lindell of Wasco, mother of Mrs. E. 
Martin, is here visiting the Martin family. 

The seven new cottages at Balch camp are 
all being occupied by members of the oper- 
ating force and their families. The cottages 


are built of tile and finished in stucco on the 


outside. They are all equipped with electric 
ranges and hot water heaters. Wall plugs are 
conveniently arranged in all the rooms for 
electric heaters. 
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DINUBA DISTRICT 


H. G. REDFERN, District Manager 


The heavy rains we are having this spring 
have created a general feeling of optimism in 
the community. Everyone feels that a good 
year is in store. This feeling of optimism nat- 
urally is reflected in our own business. 

A store lighting job has just been installed 
for Oscar Haun, jeweler of Dinuba. The in- 
terior lighting installation provides for eight 
outlets wired for 200 watts each, fourteen brack- 
ets for ornamental and show case lighting wired 
for 40 watts each, and fourteen outlets in win- 
dows equipped with X-ray reflectors on 18-inch 
centers. A ceiling fan, two base plug outlets, 
and two outlets over the work bench complete 
the installation. This is the second lighting job 
we have installed in jewelry shops recently, the 
Jensen Jewelry Shop at Reedley having been 
connected up with 800 watts for window and 
store lighting just before Christmas. 

Other commercial lighting jobs completed in 
recent weeks include Burum's Book Store, in- 
crease from 1,000 watts to 2,400 watts; Wright's 
Art and Millinery Store, increase from 400 
watts to 800 watts for interior and from 225 
watts to 400 watts in the windows; Reuben 
Wright, real estate office, increase from 400 
watts to 800 watts for interior and from 150 
to 300 watts in the windows. 

Poultry raising seems to be attracting con- 
siderable attention in this territory in the past 
few months. Five of our consumers have gone 
into it on a fairly large scale, one having pur- 
chased 500 laying hens, another 800 laying hens 
and 1,000 baby chicks, and a third 1,000 baby 
chicks, together with three new 500-chick ca- 
pacity electric brooders. In February two more 
of our patrons each purchased 500 White Leg- 
horn baby chicks which are being cared for in 
electric brooders. Leo Pitman of East Orosi, 
who is entering his third year in the poultry 
business, has completed his Stone House Hatch- 
ery. The new hatchery has a capacity of 10,000 
eggs hatching in 13 electric incubators. Pitman 
has worked up a wide market for baby chicks, 
making necessary constant operation of his in- 
cubators. : 

H. G. Granz of Los Angeles has taken over 
the old George Barcello place, one mile south 
of Sultana, pulled all the vines and is leveling 
the entire 40 acres. He is planting nine acres 
to olives, eight acres to Lovell peaches, eight 
acres to Tuscan peaches, nine and one-half 
acres to Adriatic figs and four and one-half 
acres to alfalfa. He has increased the agricul- 
tural power load from 5 to 7/4 horsepower. 

During February we signed up 22 light con- 
sumers and 52.4 kilowatts in cooking and heat- 
ing. Motors were installed for the following: 
A. M. Brewer, Y. Karahadian, K. Simonian, 15 
horsepower each; L. and E. Rusconi, 40 horse- 
power; A. L. Dickey, George and Marion 
Zaninovich, Chas. Clapp, Farmers and Me- 
chanics Company, 10 horsepower each; T. J. 
Wilkins, E. J. E. Sebire, A. Boghosian, Walter 
Dierks, Frank Pritz, C. C. Mabry, Z. M. Dickey, 
Harbel Shanovokian, 5 horsepower each; J. 
W. Woodhouse, Wm. P. Boone and A. L. Fur- 
long, 7% horsepower each. We also connected 
up a number of smaller motors. 
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CORCORAN DISTRICT 


F. C. CARROLL, District Manager 


During the month of February the following 
installations were connected to our lines in the 
Corcoran District: Tulare Lake Land Com- 
pany, 100 horsepower; West Tulare Land Com- 
pany, 100 horsepower; Fannie B. Scott, Le- 
moore, 10 horsepower; General Petroleum Com- 
pany, 50 horsepower additional; West Tulare 
Land Company, increase 75 to 100 horsepower; 
Marion Powell, Stratford, 5 horsepower; 
Chanslor-Canfield-Midway Oil Company, 15 
horsepower. 

The following heating and cooking load was 
installed: R. L. Parker, 5.4 kilowatts; Rein 
Hakker, 7 kilowatts; Florence G. Baldwin, 6.9 
kilowatts; W. J. Ahern, 6.5 kilowatts; Chans- 
lor-Canfield-Midway Oil Company, 45 kilo- 
watts. 

There is every indication of a big grain crop 
in the Tulare Lake area this year. Also a por- 
tion of the acreage which was formerly planted 
to cotton is this year sown to grain, on account 
of the present cotton market. However, there 
will still be a large acreage of cotton planted 
in this district in 1927. 


LOS BANOS 
W. A. Macy, Reporter 


Thomas Hancock has a new job this year as 
president of the Los Banos Chamber of Com- 
merce. S. P. Galvin, retiring president, moved 
to Merced the first of the year, where he is now 
assistant district attorney. 

The West Side Power Club gave a dance 
not long ago and netted a tidy sum for use in 
future social entertainment. It will give an 
April Fool’s dance on April 2. ° 

The entire force is taking a great interest 
in the proposed new office building to be built 
this year. Everyone seems to want a private 
office, easy chairs, bath and all other acces- 
sories. 

George Antrobus is now married. Mrs. An- 
trobus was formerly Miss Marjorie Reilly and 
is teaching at the North Star School. The 
Power Company employees charivaried the 
newlyweds not long ago and presented them 
with a waffle iron. We are still looking for 
the promised waffle feed. 


MADERA DISTRICT 
J. E. BARRETT, District Manager 

The February Business Connected report for 
Madera District shows a total of 309.5 horse- 
power, as compared with 159 horsepower con- 
nected during the preceding month. Pumping 
plant installations comprise 147.5 horsepower of 
this load, A. L. Heil of Chowchilla being the 
largest single consumer with an installation of 
20 horsepower. G. M. Wottenbarger, Jacques 
Salabar, Ben H. and K. Arakelian and Guido 
Lippi, all of Madera, each were served with 
15 horsepower. The balance of the 147.5 horse- 
power were small installations in the Madera 
section. z 

Installation of lathing and boring machines 
for Raymond Granite Company at its quarry 
at Raymond necessitated an increase of 162 
horsepower for that company, making its total 
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present load 1,400 horsepower. This quarry, 
completely electrified, is one of the largest quar- 
ries in the West. The new machines are used 
in the making of building columns, the boring 
machine cutting and hollowing them and the 
lathing machine shaping them to the desired 
proportions. With a big contract for the Los 
Angeles City Hall to be filled by July, the Ray- 
mond Granite Company is working to capacity. 


POWER CLUB PROGRAMS 
DRAW LARGE CROWDS 


The programs put on in the Auditorium of 
the San Joaquin Power Building by the Edu- 
cational Department of the Fresno San Joa- 
quin Power Club are attracting so much favor- 
able attention that Vice-President Lee R. Dun- 
can who has been arranging them is starting 
to worry about how he will handle the crowds 
that are flocking in increasing numbers to 
his shows. 

Aviation will be the keynote of the program 
on March 28 in which will be shown a motion 
picture of Lieutenant Byrd’s Polar flight, and 
a picture showing the development of aviation. 
A talk will be given on the subject of aviation 
by Miles O. Humphrey, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Aviation of the Fresno County 
Chamber of Commerce. Special entertainment 
features also will be provided. 

Among the future programs is an especially 
interesting one to be given on April 11 in which 
will be shown a film “The Yoke of the Past” 
depicting the advancement in the use of labor- 
saving devices in agriculture. Other attrac- 


tions of a lighter nature will be provided which 
should draw a capacity house. 

No admission charges are made for these 
shows as they are part of the regular club 
activities. 
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The Game offSafety 


Rules and Regulations Necessary to Win in Sports and Equally Im- 
portant to Win in Accident Prevention, Says Speaker 


66 HEN you see the sign at a rail- 
V Ú road crossing “Look Out for the 
Cars’ do not regard it merely 
as a warning, look at it as a prayer for the 
grief following carelessness that has caused 
mangled bodies, orphaned children and 
homes broken up by the loss of loved ones,” 
was the closing appeal of L. H. Collett, 
Safety Supervisor of the coast division of 
the Santa Fe Railroad, in a talk given Feb- 
ruary 25 in the auditorium of the San Joa- 
quin Power Building before an audience of 
250 employees of San Joaquin Power and 
representatives of various industries of 
Fresno. The meeting and a program of 
entertainment was arranged by the Acci- 
dent Prevention Committee of the San Joa- 
quin Light & Power Corporation. 

Mr. Collett stated that the number of 
accidents at railroad grade crossings was 
increasing to such an extent that engineers 
on regular runs were laying off Sundays 
because of the many careless drivers. “If 
a monument were placed at the scene of 
every fatal railroad crossing accident, the 
United States would look like one great 
cemetery,” he said. 

No matter how many mechanical devices 
are installed for the warning of approaching 
trains there yet remains the human element 
over which mechanics have no control. The 
drivers of automobiles must learn the les- 
son of care if the number of these acci- 
dents is to be reduced. The remedy lies 
in constant instruction, education of school 
children on the necessity of safety, public 
meetings, through clubs, parent teacher 
associations and industries where contact 
can be had through employees. 

Mr. Collett emphasized the importance 
of cooperation on the part of supervisors 
and foremen in developing a higher re- 
gard for the preservation of life and limb. 
Employees will learn the safety rules of the 
game of industry just as a baseball team 
learns the rules of the game,—to win, he 
said. Rules and regulations are necessary 
to achieve success in baseball and rules for 
safety are equally necessary to win records 
for accident prevention. Sell the idea of 
rules and regulations for accident preven- 
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tion on the basis of the appeal to win, he 
advised. The hard boiled boss never gets 
as far with his men in safety measures as 
the foreman who uses salesmanship,—by 
appealing to the workman to help the game 
along. The workman who has the desire 
to maintain a “no-accident” record in his 
organization is invariably a careful driver 
when he gets into his automobile. Safety 
becomes a habit with him. 

A program of music and motion pictures 
showing construction of New York's new- 
est subway and pottery workers making in- 
sulators was given. Lee R. Duncan, presi- 
dent of educational activities of San Joa- 
quin Power Club, presided, while J. M. 
Buswell, chairman of the Accident Preven- 
tion Committee of San Joaquin Power, in- 
troduced Mr. Collett. 


You can't escape the law of averages if you 
persist in taking chances. 


Some folks don't know a bad thing when 
they see it. 


The first two rails of an electric railway 
line are just as much alive as the third at train 
time. 


To avoid that run-down feeling, cross cross- 
ings cautiously. 


TPS CRIA VIAS TAS 
ANEA —~ SHE WANTS A UN 
WHO 1S CAREFUL AT S WORKI 


Elizabeth, 10, and Bobbie, 6, were discussing 
automobiles. “Well, I don't care,” said Eliza- 
beth, “our car is bigger than yours. It’s seven 
passenger.” “Well, I don’t care, either,” re- 
plied Bobbie, “our car is a seven-passenger, too, 
when mother holds the baby.” 


Mrs. Gush: Our new minister is simply won- 
derful. He brings things home to you that you 
never saw before. 

Mrs. Sniff: That’s nothing. I’ve a laundry- 
man who does the very same thing. 


“Well, of all the nerve,” she said, as she 
slapped his face. “Don’t ever try to kiss me 
again.” 

“All right,” he replied meekly, “if that’s the 
way you feel about it, get off my lap.” 


Friends—“Why is it that your son rides in a 
car, and you always go on a street car?” 

Father—“Well, he has a rich father and I 
haven't.” 


Betty—“Is your Packard friend coming to- 
night?” 

Billie—“No.” 

Betty—“Dodge Brothers?” 

Billie—“No, dearie, this is Willys-Knight.” 


Two old Scotchmen sat by the roadside, talk- 
ing and puffing away merrily at their pipes. 

“There's no muckle pleasure in smokin’, 
Sandy,” said Donald. 

“Hoo dae ye mak’ that oot?” questioned 
Sandy. 

“Weel,” said Donald, “ye see, if ye’re smokin’ 
yer ain bacca ye’re thinkin’ o the awfu’ ex- 
pense, an’ if ye’re smokin’ some ither body’s yer 
pipe’s ramm't sae tight it won't draw.” 


First Roach (on Nabisco box)—“What in 
thunderation is all your hurry?” 

Second Roach—“Don't you see that sign, 
‘Tear along this edge’?” 

“Are you positive that the defendant was 
drunk?” 

“No doubt,” growled Officer Raynor. 

“Why are you so almighty certain about it?” 

“Well, anyhow,” replied Raynor, “I saw him 
put a penny in the patrol box on Fourth street 
and then he looked up at the clock on the Pres- 
byterian church and roared, ‘Gawd! I’ve lost 
14 pounds weight. ” 
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He: “Is she progressive or conservative?” 

She: “I don’t know She wears last year’s 
hat, drives this year’s car and lives on next 
year’s income.” 


Charlotte, age 3, was asked by a visitor to 
San Joaquin Power house, “Where is your 
daddy?” 

“Down to the power house making kilowatts.” 


Diplomacy frequently consists in soothingly 
saying, “Nice Doggie,” until you have a chance 
to pick up a rock.—Boston Transcript. 


It has been estimated that a locomotive can 
take an automobile apart in 1-32nd of the time 
it takes a mechanic to do it.—Detroit Free 
Press. 


Mother—Tommy, don’t eat so fast! I knew 
a little boy who died before he had eaten half 
of his ice cream. 

Tommy—What happened to the other half? 


The girl at the boarding house asked Slim 
why a chicken crosses the road! He said he 
didn’t even know why they crossed their knees. 


—Bridgeport Driller. 
SMAN SANS: 
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Science „iBusiness: 
" Progressive Partners 


HE electrical industry is a child of 
science, nourished and reared by business. 


The huge generating plant, high power lines 
and controlling mechanism of this tremendous 
force all have been worked out by men of 
science and thoughtful business men. 

It has taken thirty years to develop San Joaquin Power 
from one 1400-horsepower hydroelectric plant and one 
1000-horsepower steam plant into the present system of 
14 plants having a capacity of 178,558 horsepower. 

As a result of constant improvement better service has 
been extended to 147 towns and cities and the farm ter- 
ritory surrounding them, and power costs have been 
lowered. 

Electricity today is cheaper than in 1913 while the average 
cost of all other commodities is 65 per cent higher. 


Our engineers will gladly help you solve your 
power problems. There is no charge for this 
service. Inquire at any district office. 


